
 

 

CPO General Meeting  

November 29th, 2018 

7:00 pm 

Attendees: Katey DeTraglia, Joanna Garvin, Dana Attlan, Mr. Mela, Susan Skelly, Amy Sholk, Christine 

Hogan, Superintendent Brad Crozier, Jodi Sparks, Aurie Chidziva, Janine Taylor, Suzanne Konigsberg, Roz 

Nasdor, Lisa Kouchakdjian 

Meeting started at: 7:03 

Agenda:  

1. CPO Welcome and Introductions- Katey: Thank you all for coming! 

2. Mr. Mela update- Mr. Mela spoke:  

a. Book Fair- thank you to the team. Jodi Sparks update: sales down last few years, but still 

worth it. Book Fairy Pantry Project collecting donations and the participation is great.  

b. The year is going well, lots of focus on giving the students what they need. 

c. Monday Professional Day 11/26/18: great class options for the teachers to attend. Staff 

was pleased with content and productivity.  

d. Plan to share more information soon around vaping. Want to provide all the info to kids 

and families to get out ahead of this. 

e. New Safe Space is now open for all students; off to a great start with this.  

3. Superintendent Mr. Brad Crozier- Mr. Crozier gave an update:  

a. Meadow Walk mitigation funds proposal to expand the Maker Space- more activities 

and more equipment.  

b. Getting to know the district better and using that info to better set goals for the future. 

Will put out a report of findings and set goals for the district.  

c. What does Curtis needs specifically? Looking at linking programs from the elementary 

schools with Curtis programs. And also looking at how best to transition 8th graders to 

L-S.  

i. One example is pulling thread through with special needs from elementary all 

the way through Curtis to LS.  

ii. Provide support to students who show anxiety or extra stress and work with 

these students.  



 

iii. Program at LS for students that can’t do a full day- ex. concussion, or other 

situation. Mr. Mela is hoping to get grant money to have someone on staff at 

Curtis to provide this service.  

d. Transportation: working with our bus company to develop an app to see when the bus is 

arriving. Important to have this info/app to both communicate with families but also 

hold bus company accountable.  

i. Question: why were bus drivers leaving? Nationwide shortage of bus drivers, not 

unique to Sudbury or First Student bus company. When time changes happened, 

some drivers need more hours and went elsewhere. Now company has staffed to 

our needs.  

4. Treasurer’s report- Dana Attlan gave an update on Danielle’s report.  

a. Directories- a little over budget, but have been passed out.  

b. Curtis gear- we should have some items for sale in about 2 weeks. Kristi Dolan working 

on this with Graphic Connections.  

5. Direct Appeals report- Dana: 

a. a little behind from where we were this time last year. Will do a big push for the season 

of giving.  

6. 6th grade social- Joanna Garvin 

a. Live link on website to buy tickets, will also be available to buy during lunch for 3 days. 

Scheduled for January 11, 2019.  

7. Approval of last meetings minutes from 9/28/18-  All voted to approved. 

8. Next general CPO meeting date: March 8th, 9:15 am Curtis Cafeteria 

 

Committee Reports:  

 

Questions and Answers, New Business/Old Business:  

Question: When can students use the Maker Space? Mr. Mela: Liz Kerrigan had a 2 week open house and 

going forward students will schedule time to be there. Reading specialist used the Maker Space with a 

specific student and found it helpful and engaging. Kids can use space as long as an adult is in there.  

Positive feedback for both the new Spanish teachers from a parent with 7th grade children.  

Question: Swastikas- has been on ongoing issue. Is this specific to Curtis or just the age of students? Mr. 

Mela responded: feels it’s more the age of students. 2 out of the 3 instances last year it was difficult to 

determine when it happened. Feels this is a strong community.  

Discussion around talking with the students about differences, being inclusive, how that is discussed at 

Curtis. Talked about how this is naturally addressed in the classroom via the curriculum. Maniac Magee 

book was given as an example.  



 

Question: Do we bring students together to build community and talk about issues not just around 

negative incidents? Mr. Mela: yes, proactively. Have had grade level programs to encourage empathy, 

multiple programs already this year. Open Circle curriculum in elementary schools address this, use 

Second Step at Curtis.  

Question: do we talk about difference in religion and race? Yes, part of a social studies unit in one of the 

grades. Embedded in the curriculum, ex. Maniac Magee, To Kill a Mockingbird. Some of this is happening 

naturally.  

Question about school start times: Wayland voted to implement elementary start times earlier than 

middle and high schools for 2019-20 school year.. Mr. Crozier was involved in this committee in Wayland. 

A sub committee has been created for Sudbury- lots of research for starting later for middle school age 

students. 6 out of 11 towns in Dual County League have changed their start times. Christine Hogan 

reported on this from the School Committee perspective- working to move forward. Will be for Sept. 

2020.  Will this be in conjunction with LS? LS can only go as late at 8:15 for next year, but looking into 

this also.  

 

Meeting adjourned: 8:01 

 

 

 

 

 


